— 
| | 
The CIE OG of the Cnuxch of ENGLAND 


not guilty of the Schiſm charg'd upon them 
by the Non-jurors. 


IN A 


8 E R M O N 


Preach'd in the 
PARISH CHURCH 
O F 


St. Martin in the Fields: 
O N 


SUNDAY, December the gf", 1916. 


By MIchAEL STANKoPE, D. D. 


3 — 


Publiſh'd at the Reaueck Þt tye BEearers. 


LONDON: &- 
Printed for Jo N Wy a7, at the Roſe 
in St. PauPs Church-yard. 1717. 


| 


r rr 


—” = WF 


— * r A TEE OETS, WES wo ATES RALE 1 3 


Row. x15. 


Ho ſhall they Preach, 
except they be ſent ? — 


HE Rights and Authority of the 
Chriſtian Prieſthood, uſed former- 
ly to be diſputed by the Ene- 
mies of revealed Religion ; but 
the Scene of this Controverſy is 
now chang'd, and what is Matter of very 
melancholy Reflection to all good Men, We 
of the Clergy are put upon proving the Right 
we have to exerciſe our miniſterial Powers by 
thoſe who profeſs the ſame Faith with us, and 
wou'd even be thought the moſt ſtrenuous 
Advocates of that Epiſcopal Order from which 
we derive thoſe Powers. In a Word, The 
Enemies of our holy Function are thoſe, at pre- 
ſent, who were of our own Houſhold ; but 
have for ſome Years, and of late, in a more 
notorious Manner divided from us. All their 
pretended Difficulty lies concerning the Re- 
A 2 gularity 
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gularity of them; and it is queſtion'd, Whe- 
ther, upon a Conceſſion our Adverſaries find 
themſelves oblig'd to make that we are Or- 
dained by the Impoſition of Epiſcopal Hands; 
there was not yet ſome Defect in the Con- 
veyance, or is not {till ſome Defect in the Ex- 
erciſe of our ſacred Function: Upon both 
which Accounts, we may ſtand juſtly charge- 
able with the Gaili of Schiſm. 

I Have ſtated the Queſtion with all the 
Tenderneſs which ſo heavy a Charge as that 
of Schiſm can be ſuppos'd to allow. And in 
order to vindicate the Conſtitution of aur moſs 
Excellent Cyurcn from ſuch a Charge, I 
have made choice of theſe Words to form my 
Diſcourſe upon ; How ſhall they preach, ex- 
cept they be ſent ? 

In ſpeaking to which Words, it is not 
to my preſent Purpoſe to aſſert the Divine 
Original of the Epiſcopal Authority, and in Con- 
ſequence of it, the abſolute Neceſſity of Epi- 
copal Ordination to all thoſe who wou'd wait 
at the Altar. Both Sides are agreed with re- 
ſpect to theſe two Articles and therefore 1 
{hall only farther ſay in this Diſcourſe, That 


thoſe very Arguments which are made uſe of 


to overthrow the Divine Original of Epiſcopacy, 
have a viſible and direct Tendency to weak- 
en thoſe Proofs which we bring tor the Truth 
of the Chriſtian Religion in general. For if 
the publick Acts and Monuments of the 
Church in Her Councils and Deciſions ; if the 
concurrent Teſtimony of all the Writers in 

the 
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the Charch for ſo many Ages, may deceive 
us in reporting a known Matter of Fact; 
what Aſſurance can we have that the Scrip- 
tures or the Chriſtian Religion, which we ſeek 
for in them, are now really the ſame as when 
they were firſt written, or that the ſeveral 
Parts of them were certainly pen'd by thoſe 
Perſons whoſe Names they bear? If an Uni- 
verſal Tradition may impoſe upon us in one 
Caſe, it will be hard to prove againſt Vzbe- 
lievers that we may not be impos'd upon 
by the belt atteſted and moſt authentick Re- 
cords in another. But the Divine Right of 
Epiſcopacy being nom, as I have obſer vd, out 
of the Caſe, I {hall proceed to prove, 


Firſt, THE Regularity of our Miſſion UPON 
our preſeut Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment. 


Secondly, Tr there was no Defed in the Ori- 
ginal Conveyance of our Miniſterial Powers, 
with reſpect to thoſe Fathers by whoſe 
Hands they were convey'd to us, much 
leſs is there any Defect at preſent in our 
Exerciſe of them. 7 


Thirdly, IS HALL conclude with two or 


three ſeaſonable Inferences from what has 
been ſaid. | 


Firſt, In ſpeaking to the Regalarity of our 
Miſſion, it will be proper for me to conſider 
it, with Reſpect to the Origizal, and our act- 
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ing by virtue of it. As to the Original of our 
Miſſion, the Queſtion is, Whether we were 
ſent to preach the Goſpel, and exerciſe the o- 
ther Parts of our ſacred Function, by Perſons 
who had a lawful Authority to that End ? And 
the Reſolution of this Queſtion depends upon 
the Succeſſion of thoſe Biſhops to their reſpec- 
tive Sees from whom our m7:iſterial Powers are 
derived. If we can prove, that they were 
regularly authoriz'd to convey thoſe Powers, 
the Charge of Schiſm, with Reſpect to us, muſt 
ceaſe, and will evidently, without our de- 
ſtroying the Unity of the Church, lie againſt 
thoſe very Men who wou'd bring it upon 
us. 

N ow, that the Biſhops by whom we were 
ſent, were regularly and fully authoriz*d to ſend 
us, appears from hence ; That they were 
promoted to their ſeveral Sees, according 
to the uſual Methods and Forms preſcrib'd, 
and practis'd in this Church on the like ſo- 
lemn Occaſion. They were choſen, approv'd 
and enthron'd, not in a popular, tumultuous 
Way, as too frequently happen'd in the Pri- 
mitive Church, which occaſion'd ſo many Di- 
ſturbances, and ſometimes very violent In- 
truſions of ſchiſinatical Biſbops; but they were 
render'd in all theſe Reſpects well-qualify*d 
to exerciſe the Epiſcopal Office, in as regular a 
Manner as any of thoſe Biſhops, who had 
been inveſted with the fame high Character 
before them, 
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THE only Pretence of ſchiſmatical Ordina- 
tion a againſt them, is, That ſome of 
thoſe Biſhops to whom they ſucceedea were 
living at the ſame Time, without a7ſclaimine 
their Right, or ceaſing, in ſome Caſes, to ex- 
erciſe it ; particularly with Reſpect to the 
great primary and peculiar Power of the Epiſco- 
pate, that of Ordination. So that here again 
the Queſtion turns upon the Legality of thoſe 
Methods whereby thoſe Biſhops were ae- 
priv'd, and others put in their Places. But 
I doubt not but that we may be able to come 
to a ſatisfactory Reſolution in a Point wherein 
thoſe who went out from us, becauſe they were not 
of us, ſeem notwithſtanding to place their 
whole Strength. 
LET us conſider then, That the deprived 
| Biſhops were thoſe who cou'd not conform to 
the Revolution Settlement; but refus'd to give 
the reaſonable Aſſurances of their Allegiance to the 
Government, and to take the Oaths of Fidelity. 
Now if the Paſtors of the Church will not obey 
what the Civil Anthority has a Right to com- 
mand, and which they themſelves confeſs it 
has a Right to command, and which they recog- 
niged by a ſolemn Oath, in acknowledging the 
Regal Supremacy over all Perſons, and in all Caſes, 
as well Sacred as Civil, what can be more 
juit than that thoſe who will not ſabmit to 
a lawful Authority, ſhowd be 7reftraiz'd from 
acting in open Defiance to it, and render'd in- 
capable of Aßronting it any longer. The 
Church can never be ſo intirely independent, as 
| ro 
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to have a Right of Overthrowing all the Rea- 
ſons and Ends of Civil Government ; which 
yet it wow'd be impoſſible for the Sovereign to 
{upport, if he have not a Rig to command 
Obedience to it in all Things lawful. 
Now where-ever Gop has given any 
Power to command, I take it, He has alſo 
given that Power a Right to employ all Means 
neceſſary to enforce the Execution of ſuch a 
Command; or elſe the Supreme Civil Power 
might in ſome Caſes be thought to do ill. It 
is plain, that Gov approves of no Powers 


upon Earth inconſiſtent with good Goverz- 


ment; and conſequently, the Civil Power has 
a juſt Right to do every Thing to preſerve it 
ſelf from Ruin and Deſtruction, and to make 


ſuch Laws and Conſtitutions as evidently tend 


to the promoting the pablich Peace and Safety 
of Church and State: For moſt certainly what 
the Law of GO » doth not forbid, may law- 
full) be done by the Supreme Civil Power. 


Where People are ſo happy as to live under 


a Legal Eſtabliſhment, as ours is, there the 
public Laws muſt guide and ſteer their Acti- 


ons; and whatever Laws are made by juſ? 


Authority, whether in Religious or Civil Mat- 


ters, if they be not contrary to the Laws of 


GO p, there we are in Conſcience oblig'd to 
obey them, tho* perhaps we may in our pri- 


vate Judgments think they are inconvenient. 


Our private Judgment ſhou'd give Way to the 
Commands of our Governors. From hence it 
will 
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will follow, that the Non juring Biſhops were 
deprived of the Liberty of Exerciſing their ſacred 
Functions by a If and legal Authority. 
I Am very far from intending any Thing 
by what has been ſaid, againit the proper 
Rights of the Chriſtian Church; but if once we 
make them inconſiſtent with the Rights of hu- 
mane Society, it will be hard to account either 
for the Wiſdom or Goodneſi of G O p in inſtitu- 
ting a Religion which is at the ſame Time ir- 
reconcileable with the Duties of Civil Go- 
wverament, | : 
ArTex all it will be ſaid perhaps, That the 
Validity of the Revolution Settlement, upon 
which our Coztroverſy with the Non, jurors 
turns, has been rather ſuppos'd in my Diſ- 
_ courſe, than provid: And yet without a 
Proof of That, whatever we can ſay againſt 
then, will be look'd upon as inſaſficient and 
precarious, and what ought not to affect them. 
{ {ſhall therefore endeavour to leave the Nox- 


jurors without Excuſe, and prove the Validi- 
ty of it. 


Firſt, THE Right the Prince of Orange had 
to come over (had he not been invited) upon 
the moſt ſtrong, and violent Suſpicions that 
Meaſures were taken, and ripening faſt to- 
wards the Execution in Prejudice to the Title 
of his Prince ß, and in ſomewhat a remoter 
Degree to his own, the Laws and Practice of 
all Nations, will undoubtedly ane? After 
his coming, finding the Nation in the utmoſt 
. Con- 
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Confuſion, and upon the very Brink of Deſtru- 
tion ; hearing the Execution of Jaſtice was 
wholly laid aſide, without which, Liberty 
and Property are empty Names, What cou'd be 
more conſiſtent with the Ez of his coming? 
what more juſt and reaſonable, than to pre- 
vent the Ruin of a whole Nation, and the 
Effects of thoſe ill Meaſures form'd to exclude 
his Princeſs and Himſelf, and indeed, the 
whole Proteſtant Line from their Right, and 
to ſecure us from the Eviis (in this World 

the dreadfulleſt Exils) of Popery and Slavery ? 
Nothing was done by this Brave Prince, but 
what every wiſe, fore-ſeeing Prince, wou'd 
have done on the ſame Occaſion, eſpecially, 
when the then unfortunate King had not only 
in the moſt flagrant Manner 6erayd, but at 
laſt, thro? a Self-conſcronſnefſ of what he had 
done, intirely deferted his Tra, 


Secondly, As to the Conduct of the Nation 
in putting a Crows upon a Head ſo worthy in 
all Reſpects to wear it, it was juſtifiable on 
theſe Accounts : The many Breaches which 
had been made upon the Conſtitution, and the 
deſtructive Meaſures that had been taken un- 
der an arbitrary Government, render'd it ne- 
ceſſary to the Subject upon the great Princi- 
ple of Self-preſer vation, and to which all other 
Political Conſiderations muſt give way. Men 
may fay what they pleaſe concerning the 
Obligation People are under patiently to ſubmit 
to an arbitrary Government, and talk of an ab- 

| ſolute 
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ſolute and unlimited Obedience; but it will be 
tound difficult to convince Men, even of 


common Underſtanding, that where the 
Conditions ceaſe upon which a Prince is in- 


_ veſted with the Government of a People, that 
there the Obligations to ſubmit any longer to 


his Government do not ceaſe with it. And tho? 
there ſhould be no formal or expreſ Contract 
between the Prince and the People, that in 
Caſe of Male- Adminiſtration they ſhou'd have 
a Night to oppole it; yet this Condition be- 
ing evidently imply'd in the Nature and Rea- 
ſon of Goverument, they have as good a Right 
to proceed againſt his Male- Adminiſtration, as 


if it had been ſtipulated in ſo many expreſs 


Terms. But this is not our Caſe; for our 
Rings at their Coronation take Oaths to pro- 
tect their People; and that they will not in- 
jure them in their Perſons, Eſtates, or Reli- 
ion. And the Eud of Government, being 
the Public Good, if the Prince acts contrary 


to that Traſt repos'd in him, and gives into 
all oppreſſive Schemes, no Man can think it u- 


lawful to endeavour to prevent the Ruin of 
imſelf and his Country. Tis the Will of 
10 Þ that Men ſhou'd act according to 
deaſon, and He has given us Reaſon to guide 
wr Actions. The Authority therefore of 
Kings, being to act according to Reaſon, and 
the Public Good; if they act otherwiſe, they 
have zo Authority ; and whoſoever reſiſts their 
Male- Adminiſtration, does not reſiſt Go p's 
Authority, but ſuch Exorbitancies only as 

B 2 they 
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they never had any Warrant from Gop to 
commit. Grotius, who carries the Preroga- 
tive of a Sovereign Prince as high as any One, 
yet owns, that in certain Caſes, and parti- 
cularly where a King attempts the Rain of 
his People, *tis lawful to oppoſe him, and 
transfer their Allegiance to another. Now 
that this was our Caſe at the Revolution, is 
ſo evident as not to be deny'd, our Enemies 
being Judges. 
Bu x ſuppoſing the People of this Nation 

have no Right to reſiſt a Hrant, or to transfer 
their Allegiance; yet where a King leaves his 
People without any Proviſion for their Safety, 
without appointing a Guardian in his Abſence 
to take Care of his Ningdoms, or ſignifying 
in any regular, Legal Manner, his Intention 
to govern them any longer, what ſtronger 
Reaſon can He be interpreted to give for his 
Abdicating them; And what muſt the Peo- 
ple do in ſuch a Caſe? Are they obliged to 
fit ſtill, and part with their Liberties, their 
Religion, their A? No certainly, they are 
under a Neceſſity to ſet the next proper Per- 
{on upon the Throne, who will provide for 
the Peace and Security of the Kingdom, and 
who will Protect them in their Religious and 
Civil Properties. This is the Voice of Rea- 
ſon, which Go p Almighty has never yet 
by any Law contradicted. Theſe were the 
Principles the Nation proceeded upon at the 
Revolution, when every Thing imaginable was 
done with the ſtricteſt Regard to our Con- 


ſtitution, 
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ſtitution, and *© the firſt Proteſtant Branches 
« in the ſame Royal Family, were declared 


« Firs ; and the Suceſſion from them, declar'd 


« and confirm'd in the fame Courſe, as was 
<« uſual before.” Thus having prov'd from the 
ſtrongeſt of all Civil Principles, That the Pre- 
ſent ESTABLISHMENT is a Ryehtful and 
Legal Eſtabliſhment, it will follow, that the 
Non, jurors are the excommunicated Perſons, and 
are guilty of that Schiſm they charge us with. 
For thus ſays one of them, who has profeſ- 
ſedly treated on this Subject, and ſpeaks the 
Senſe of the Party, if not of the whole Party. 
&« When the Publick is in the Right, and gives no 
« juſt Cauſe of ſeparating from it, it is a great Sin 


„ toſet up private Congregations againſt it &.“ Ei- 


ther therefore the Non jurors mult renounce that 
known Doctrine of the true Church of England, 
which they pretend to be ſo zealous for, and 
that Doctrine allo they have ſworn at the Altar 


to be true ; or elſe they can never free them- 


ſelves from that Schiſm they charge upon us. 


Bur Secondly, If there was no Defect in 
the Original Conveyance of our Miniſterial Pow- 
ers, with Reſpect to thoſe Fathers by whoſe 
Hands they were convey'd to us; much leſs 


is there any Defect at preſent in our Exerciſe 


of them. 
IT 


— 


* Howel!'s Caſe of Schiſm in the Church of England, tru- 
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IT will be granted, that His Preſent M- 
JE ST has the ſame Right to all the Powers 
and Regalities, which any of His Royal Prede- 
ceſſors were inveſted with ſince the Revolu- 
tion: The Validity whereof, has, I hope, 
been proved. 

Ir then the Deprivation of thoſe Biſhops, 
who could not comply with the lawful Com- 
mands of Authority, were juſt, and even neceſa 
fary to the well-being of that Government under 
which they lived and were protected, then they 
who adhere to the Principles, and continue 
in the Schiſm of thoſe deprived Biſhops, muſt 
tor the ſame Reaſon be obnoxious to the 
{ame juſt Sentence. The KING upon the 
Throne, did not by His Acceſſion to it, make 
the leaſt Alteration as to the Caſe I am con- 
ſidering; ſo that, bleſſed be Gop, we are 
{till as we were: We have the fame Prote- 
ſtant Religion; the ſame Epiſcopal Charch ; the 
lame Legal Monarchy ; and we enjoy the ſame 
Liberties and Properties, O may We, and 
our lateſt Poſterity, be bleſſed with them; 
and then we {hall be as happy as the Changes 
of this World will permit us to be. He ſuc- 
ceeded a moſt Excellent Queen, whoſe per- 
ſonal Vertues, whoſe firm Adherence to the 
Engliſh Church, and real Concern for the In- 
tereſts of Her Subjects, will ever make Her 
Name dear to this Nation, and Her Memory 
glorious ; tho” poſſibly She might be miſtak- 
en in Her Opinion of Men, and might be 

ſometimes miſled by them. But it is cer- 
tain, 


— 
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tain, that She cou'd not upon any imagina- 
ble Scheme, have a more Rightful Title to the 
Crows than His MajesTY, who now reigns 
over us. Since therefore this great KING has. 
all the Regal Powers which the Princes upon 
the fame Eſtabliſhment had before Him; it 
naturally follows, that the Clergy, who ac- 
knowledge His MajesTY's Title, and con- 
form to His Government, muſt have the ſame 
Authority to exerciſe their Miniſterial Office, 
that they had Original at the Revolution. 

| Nay, I muſt add, That a Caſe has ſince 
happen'd, which did the Caaſe of the Con- 
forming Clergy want it, wou'd be much to 
their Advantage. It is that which a late 
celebrated * Non-juror calPd a Caſe in view. 
It was not his Opinion alone, but the moſt 
conſiderable Men of his political Principles 
concurr'd with him in it, That when the 
deprived Biſhops ſhould die, or reſigs their Sees, 
all their Authority and Juriſdiction wou'd 
| ceaſe, and an End wou'd then be put to the 
Schiſin, as he then charg'd it upon the Con- 
forming Clergy. 

THts is what that Learned Man did not 
only aſſert, but ſupported with ſuch Argu- 
ments, as the preſent Sett of No- jurors will 
never be able to anſwer ! + The Poſſeſſor”s 
& Title muſt needs be good, when there is 
no living diſpoſſeſs'd Perſon, who can pre- 

tend 
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„ tend to have a better, I know not how 
& we ſhall be able to juſtify our forbearing 
“ their Communion any more than we cou'd 
% have done if we had forborz it before the 
& Schiſm wes made. For we ſhall then be 
6 exactly in the ſame Condition in which we 
< were before. We ſhall have Reaſon to 
“fear our being cut off from CHRIST, if we 
„ diſown His viſible Principle of Unity. 
UronN theſe Principles, another Learned 
* Gentleman, after the Death of the deprived 
Biſhops, left the Communion of the Non- jurors, 
and became a conſtant Communicant with the 
Eſtabliſhed Church: And I believe, had that 
pious Man been now living, he wou'd have 
rebuked the fiery Zeal of thoſe, who with 22 
| vincible Obſtinacy, and without any Regard to 
Religion, and the Peace of our Church, carry 
this calamitous Separation tar beyond the In- 
tention of thoſe, who firſt unhappily began 
it. Gop Almighty has however brought 
that Good out of our preſent Evils, that the 
Rights of the Church have never been better 
under ſtood nor received, than ſince the Viola- 
_ #/0n of them: And I hope in Go p, that eve- 
ry One who now hears me, will always love 
and reverence the truly primitive Conſtitution, 
and the pare Religion of this Epiſcopal Church. 
My own Reaſon and my Conſcience have fix d 
me to Her, and I ſhall ever make it my 
| Choice 


* Mr. Nelſon. 
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Choice to fall with Her, rather than to flou- 
riſh on Her Ruins. . 

Bu r give me leave now, in the laſt 
Place, to make Two or Three ſeaſonable In- 
terences from what has been ſaid. 


Hirt, I wou'd inter, That the popular Me- 
thod taken by the Nou. jurors to terrify the 
People with the hideous Forms whereby 
they paint Schiſim, does by no Means tend 
(till they have really prov'd themſelves no 
Schiſmaticks) to convince the Underſtanding. 
Till they have done this; whatever they 
have thandered out in fo dreadful a Manner 
againſt the Danger of Schiſim, we ſhall moſt 
certainly think will fall on their own Heads. 

We areas ſenſible of the Danger of Schiſin, 
as the moſt zealous of thoſe who oppoſe them- 
{elves to our Communion can be. We know 
in what ſevere Terms the Fathers have ſpoken 
of it, and how contrary it is to the Nature 
and Spirit of our Holy Religion. And *tis for 
that Reaſon, we think ourſelves oblig'd to 
continue ſtedfait in the Unity of the Church; 
uſing the greateſt Caution, leſt by Occaſion 
of our being falſely charg*d with Schiſm, we be 
not really drawn into the very Sin, we ought 
ſo carefully to avoid. 

I CanNoT omit here to obſerve one 
Inſtance in particular of their begging the Que- 
ſtion, whereby our Adverſaries have attempt- 
ed to make good the Charge of Schiſm againſt 
us from the Words of the ſecond Canon, which 

C declares 
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declares thoſe Perſons who oppoſe the Kjng's 
Supremacy, to be ipſo facto Excommunicated, 

Now granting, what 1s contrary to the Sexſe 

and Practice of the Church in all Ages, that an 

ipſo facto Excommunication, ſhou'd not require 

a formal Proceſs or judicial Sentence, before it 

can be underſtood to take Place ; yet how 

does it appear from the Words of this Canon, 

1 that the Nox-jarors are not the Perſons Ex- 
j communicated by it? If what I have faid 
|  eoncerning the Validity of the Revolution, be 
true; the Non, jurors, by their own Conceſſi- 
E on, and not We, are the Perſons under the 
Cenſure of it. It is very plain, that the De- 
fign of the ſecond Canon, is not to expect a 
Determination from every private Perſon, un- 
der the Pain of Excommunication, who has 
the rightfulleſt Title to this Realm; but only 

to aſſert the King's Right againſt the Ezcroach- 
ments of the Papal Uſurpation. But ſuppoſe 
the Senſe of it to be, as the Author of the 
Caſe of Schiſm in the Church of England, truly 
ſtated, wou'd have it; the Queſtion will be 
then, How we may at all Times know, who is that 
Ring, whoſe Authority in Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, 
ne are thus bound to acknowledge ? — By 
King, mention'd in this Canon, ſays he, is to be 
wiiderſtood, according to the undoubted Principles 
of the Church of England, that Perſon who is 
poſſeſs'd of the Throne, according to the Civil In- 
ſtatution of the Engliſh Hereditary Monarchy.. 
Now from the firſt Part of this Reſolution 
to my Queſtion, it will follow, that after 


King. 


not guilty of Schiſm. 19 
King James's Abdication, thoſe who were his 
Subjects before, were no longer oblig'd to 
acknowledge his Eccleſiaſtical Authority ; be- 
cauſe he was not in Poſſeſſion of the 'Throxe : 
But our Author ſays farther, according to 
the Civil Inſtitution of the Engliſh Hereditary 
Monarchy, Now where our Conſciences are 
to be guided, the Rule which they are to be 
directed by, ought to be exceeding plain, and 
Nothing taken for Truth, but what can be 

clearly proved to be ſo. It is a moſt clear 
Truth, That the Laws of the Land can only 
make our Monarchy Hereditary (ſince the Law 
of Go D is in this Caſe ſilent) and of Conſe- 
quence, the ſame Supreme Power which makes 
it Hereditary, can make it otherwiſe ; all Ha- 
mane Laws being ſubject to the Alteration of 
the ſame Power that made them, and where the 
Law of the Land has made no Proviſion tor fo 
particular and ſo extraordinary a Caſe as that was 
at the Time of the Revolution, the great Law of 
Self-preſervation, in ſuch Caſes of extreme Ne- 
ceſſity, (but ſuch they muſt always be,) does, and 
ought undoubtedly to take place. And I think, 
I may ſay, tis a Rule without Exception, That 
whatever is not forbid by G © p, is not unlawful ; 
and *tis founded upon Revelation, as well as 
a very plain Reaſon, Sin is a Tranſpreſſion of 
a Law. Now it will not be found that the 
inſpired Writers have forbid a People from pre- 
venting their own Ruin. So that tho? the Per- 
fon of the King is ſacred, and muſt not be touclyd ; 
and tho, as the Maxim is, He can do noWrong ; 

C2 yet 
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yet his Miniſters are accountable for every 
Thing he does contrary to Law, even tho? 
done by the King's Command. 


Secondly, Te a Diſpolition to promote Peace, 

is the peculiar Character of thoſe who are ſent 
to preach the Goſpel : As we have not only a 
Valid, but a Regular Miſſion to this End; let 
it be alſo our chief Care throughout the whole 
Courſe of our Miniſtry, to ſeek Peace, Let us 
all, whether Clergy or Lait), ſhew ourſelves 
to be genuine Sons of the Reformed Church of 
England, by a ſteady Adherence to thoſe Prin- 
ciples of Loyalty, and of a peaceable Submiſſion, 
by which She has ſo deſervedly been diſtin— 
guiſhd; and for which, I wiſh I cou'd not 
ſay, too too often wrongfully ſcorn'd and re- 
proachd; and if ſome indiſcreet Perſons, who 
have profeſs'd a mighty Zea! for the Charch, 
have yet in their Conduct given any Uz- 
eaſinefs to the Government; their Inconſiſtenc) 
with their Principles, will not, I truſt, cel 
the leaſt Scandal on our whole Order. © [et 
us all ſeriouſly conſider, how 7zaelibie a 
Brand of Infamy and Scandal we ſhou'd 
bring upon oarſelves, upon our Order, and 
upon our Church; how juſtly we ſhould 
be liable to the Imputation of the ſouleſt 
« Hypocriſy, and groſſeſt Prevarication with 
Gov and Man, if after all our Profeſſions 

of Loyalty, if after having bound upon our 

Souls the Duties of Farthfulnefs, and Al- 

legiance to His Preſent MAIES TY by /- 
| „ lems 
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„ lemn and repeated Oaths, we ſhou'd break 
&« theſe Bonds aſunder, and caſt away theſe 
« Cords from us; if, whilſt in the daily Pray- 
&« ers of our Church, we pretend, moſt hear- 
« tily to beſeech Go p with His Favour to be- 
& hold our moſt gracions SOVEREIGN, and to 
& ſtrengthen Him, that He may vanquiſh and 
& overcome all His Enemies, we ourſelves 
„ {ſhow'd be found in the Number of thoſe 
&« Enemies; if whilſt at our Approaches to the 
« Holy Altar, we pray unto Go p, That we, 
% duly confiaering whoſe Authority our Ming 
« hath, may faithfully ſerve, honour, and hum- 
« bly obey Him, according to G oO p's bleſſed 
Mord and Ordinance, we ſhou'd any Ways 
&« diſſerve, diſhonour, and diſobey Him, in open 
& Defiance of Gop's Word and Ordinance, 

WE particularly of the Clergy, are nearly 
eoncern'd to do all Things that may pro- 
cure, preſerve and hetghten our Eſteem among 
Men, tho? I mult obſerve at the ſame Time, 
that the Duty of Abſtaining even from all Ap- 
pearance of Evil, is incumbent upon you of 
the La#ty, as well as us of the Clergy. The 
Infirmities, the youthful Follies, the Vices, ob- 
ſerved in thoſe of Callings, are always impa- 
ted to the Perſons who are guilty of them, and 
are not wont to be charg*d on the whole Body; 
but ſuch is the Degemeracy and Corruption of 
our Days, if any of the Clergy do either in 
Reality, or ſo much as in Appearazce, tranſ- 
greſs, the whole Profeſſion is made anſwerable for 
it; and tho the Fault be Perſonal, the * 
; OS 
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of it extends to z/! of the Order. + And when 
this , Humour is ſet on work, by Paſſion or 
Reſentment, when Perſons thus naturally diſ- 
pos'd to find Fault with us, are provok'd by 


any imagin'd Injury to examine our Conduct, 


then the Enquiry is ſtill more ſevere ; then 
they look narrowly into all our Paths, and 
ſet a Print upon the Heels of our Feet; they num- 
ber our Steps, and watch all our Goings; and 
Malice, Eagle-eyed, whets and redoubles the 
Induſtry ot the Search. 

Ir is more indiſpenſably incumbent on 
Us, who are ſent to preach the Goſpel of Peace, 
not only to be kinaly affectioned one to ano- 
ther, but to promote Peace and mutual Good- 
will towards Mankind, eſpecially among thoſe 
who are Members of the ſame Civil Commu- 
nity, and whoſe reciprocal Intereſt it is to con- 


ſalt the Eaſe, to ſupport the Credit, and ſecure 


the Eſtabliſhment of it. This is what we ought 


to do by all the gentle Methods of Reaſon and 
Perſuaſion, and in the Spirit of Meeknefi, And 


methinks, there ſhou'd want no other Ar- 
gument to perſuade every Proteſtant to endea- 
vour to compoſe our Differences, than that 
we know aſſuredly whole Intereſts we ſerve 
by keeping them up. Men can never ho- 
nour Go p by Faction and Diviſion, becauſe 
they immediately, in their own Nature, tend 
to the great Detriment of Religion. Unity is 


One 


hen act 


T See Biſhop of Briſtol's Charge, Anno 1716. 
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one of the beſt Qualifications for the Holy 
Spirit of God ; on which Account the Peace 
and good Agreement of Chriſtians is call'd by 

St. Paul, the Unity of the Spirit. Oh! cou'd 

we but once be brought to this healing Spirit, 

in this much divided Nation, we ſhowd have. 
no Reaſon to fear all the Powers of its Ene- 

mies; but ſhowd become like Maunt Sion, 

that cannot be moved, the Perfetion of Beauty 

and Strength, and the Admiration of all the 

Nations round about us. 
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N Essay on Eccleſiaſtical Authority: In 
which the Pretence of an Independent 
Power in the Church, to a Divine Right in the 
Election of Biſhops: To the Invalidity of Lay- 
Deprivations ; To the inſeparable Relation of 
a Biſhop to his See; To an Obligation of con- 
tinu ingCommunion with the deprived Biſhops ; 
And ſeveral other Things relating to the Non- 
jurors Separations from our CHURCH, are par- 
ticularly and impartially examined: By FJobn 
Turner, D. D. Vicar of Greenwich, and Chaplain 
to his Royal Highneſs the PRIN CB. 


eto Lo oporotototoRotoretorototoBorets. 


